
SECTION 6:      DRAMA [60] 
 
Read this scene and then answer the questions. 
 

ABOUT THE PLAY 
Czechmate by Gerry Docherty and Bill Kinross is about the Russian invasion of Czechoslovakia.   
Prague is overrun by Russian tanks. Czechmate dramatises how young people reacted. 
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 1   SCENE 4:   A Street in Prague 
 
   
  Set:  Stage dimly lit.  Street scene.  Night.  After curfew. 
  Action:  Voices off-stage.  Enter sneakily, four teenagers with a ladder.   
    They try to put the ladder up against a wall in the darkness. 
 
 2 ANNA  Over a bit, over a bit. 
  LAURA  Ssh!  Quiet!  It's after curfew. 
  JAN  This is crazy -- I must be off my head. 
  MARK  Who's going up? 
  JAN  Not me.  No way! 
  ANNA  OK!  Me again, but hold that ladder steady. 
  LAURA  (Whispering)  OK!   OK! 
 
 3 MARK  Come on, we can't hang around all night. 
  ANNA  I feel like I'm a commando. 
  MARK  Well, you're not, so hurry up. 
  LAURA  What?  What about commandos? 
  JAN  (Frightened)  Oh no!   Where?   Where? 
  MARK  Quiet!   Don't move, someone's coming. 
 
 4 They freeze, afraid to look.  Enter Lisa, their friend. 
 
  LISA  What's this -- a competition or something? 
  ANNA  Ssh!   Ssh!   It's after curfew. 
  LAURA  Ssh!  P-L-E-A-S-E! 
  LISA  (Loud whisper)  What are you doing? 
  MARK  Confusing the Russians!  Taking down street signs! 
  JAN  Oh!  Can the Russians read them? 
  MARK  Eh . . . Not if they're not there, they can't! 
 
 5 ANNA  Stop hassling and hold the ladder steady. 
  LAURA  Ssh!   I think someone else is coming. 
  JAN  She's right -- run!  RUN! 
  ANNA  (From above)  What!  What's up? 
 
  Panic. All scatter leaving Anna on top of the ladder. 
  They end up standing  still, stage left. 
  Enter two Czech POLICE OFFICERS shining torches. 
 
 6 OFFICER 1 All right . . .  stay where you are! 
  OFFICER 2 Don't move!  (Shines torch on their faces) 
  OFFICER 1 Well, well, well!  And what's going on here? 
  MARK  Just out on the town, Officer!  On our way home! 
  OFFICER 2 You can explain that tomorrow at the Police Station. 
  Policemen take names.  They leave, not noticing Anna on the ladder. 
  ANNA  (Pulling off street sign)  Got it!  (Proudly displays sign) 
 
  The others move the ladder before Anna gets down.  Confusion.   
  Anna shouts and scurries down.  Exit all, singing and laughing. 


